Further, what must be understood from the fact that, in most instances, those Negroes known to have embraced the Soviet system to a significant degree even tually suffered disappointment and reason to question Soviet sincerity? Richard Wright, George Padmore, and Claude Mckay are characteristic examples.
What accounts for these ambivalences? Blakely is not the first student of Russian history and culture to recognize her inher ent contradictions. And, no student of Black or American history can miss the fact that Negroes, too, are often more suscepti ble than impervious to contradictions.
A peopled "historical experience" de cisively impacts on their existence. Blakely has said. Of liimself, Blakely said in an interview: "I have always wanted to know where I fit into things." His passion to know where he and other Negroes "fit into things" led him to another kind of contradic tion: a Black scholar in E u n t p e a n history. Now a professor of history at Howard University, Blakely was born Black and bright in the backwoods of Eutaw, Alabama, at the end of the Great Depression and at the start of World War II, which ended it. Inevitably. Blakely was encompassed by ancient racial boundaries and cultural con tradictions side by side. His mother, Alice, could launder white folks' clothes and bake their bread with her bare hands, but she could not try on her own purchases in the dry goods store, or sit down and eat in a public restaurant.
At age six. Blakely' s mother took him to Rutland, Oregon, with a sparse Black population, far removed from his native Alabama. From these extremes, a bright young Black student could soon see how other peoples' lives and cultures impacted on his own. In time, he would come to see how the Soviet Union, "one of the most colossal and fascinating experiments in world history . . . a land of opportunity." would have access to Negro vulnerabilities, potentialities, and unfulfilled aspirations.
Blakely's search for understanding stretched from his own beginning in the Black Belt of the United States to the Black Sea region of the Soviet Union. It was to the latter region that Blakely' s research found some fabled, though not unreasonable, speculation of Black settlers as far back as the eighth century. B.C.
Other research cited by Blakely specu lates that two peoples -"some were black with pronounced Negroid features" -had been "indigenous to the area for many centuries." S uch tracing by Blakely, who reads Russian. Dutch. French, and Ger man. leads into the more relevant political periods and personalities -fore most among them. Peter the Great.
" A s w ith m a n y d e v e lo p m e n ts i n th e h is to r y o f m o d e m R u s s ia , th e ti m e f r o m w h ic h th e a r r i v a l o f N e g ro e s in R u s s ia c a n be m o s t c le a rly tra c e d is th e r e ig n o f P e te r th e G r e a t M oreover, it w a s th is in n o v a tiv e tsa r -r e fo r m e r w h o m i s m o s t i n s t r u m e n t a l in b r in g i n g a b o u t th e ir p re se n c e in R u s s ia . H e tv a s p e r s o n a lly r e s p o n sib le f o r b r i n g i n g s o m e a s s la v e s o r s e r v a n ts a n d a t le a s t a fe w o th e r s a s im m ig r a n ts . T h e R u s s ia n M i n i s tr y o f F o re ig n A f f a i r s records s h o w th a t w h ile o n a v is it to H o lla n d in 1697, P e te r h ir e d a t le a s t o n e b la c k s e r v a n t, o n e sailor, a n d a n a r t i s t a m o n g th e se t'e r a l h u n d r e d fo r e ig n w o r k e r s h e to o k b a c k to R u s s ia
The yes and no Russian response to slavery and the slave trade are additional, but crucial, contradictions in the Russian mind and history. 
" A m o n g th e E u r o p e a n s ta te s , R u s s ia w a s h ig h ly c o n s p ic u o u s f o r h e r la c k o f in v o lv e m e n t in th e s la v e trade. A n u m b e r o f r e a s o n s f o r th is a r t re a d ily a p p a r e n t. F ir s t, in lo o k in g a t o th e r E u r o p e a n s o cieties, it is c le a r th a t n o n e u s e d s la v e s o n a la rg e sc a le a t h o m e. T h e s la v e tr a d e s e r v e d p r in c ip a ll y th e c o lo n ies in th e A m e r ic a s .

A lth o u g h R u s s ia h a d e n o r m o u s h o ld in g s in A m e r ic a , th e y w e re m a in ly in th e f a r n o r th , d i d n o t le n d th e m s e lv e s to a p l a n t a tio n eco n o m y, a n d w e n la rg e ly u n e x p lo r e d a n d u n d e iv lo p c d . R u s s ia !s v a s t. c o n tig u o u s e m p ir e d i d in c lu d e s o m e c u ltu r e s i n w h ic h s la v e r y w a s a n in te g r a l p a r t, b u t th e re w a s n o d e m a n d f o r a n o u ts id
H ow ever, t h i s s a m e c o n g r e ss th e n s ig n a lle d its a c k n o w le d g m e n t o f th e p o w e r o f n a tio n a lis m b y p r o p o s in g t h a t in d e p e n d e n t N e g ro re p u b lic s b e e s ta b lis h e d in S o u th
A fr ic a a n d i n th e s o u th e r n U n ite d S ta te s .
T h is p ro p o sa l, w h ic h h a d n o p r a c tic a l f o u n d a ti o n i n e ith e r c o n tin e n t, a p p a r e n tly g r e w o u t o f th e c o n c e p t o f u n io n re p u b lic s a d o p te d in R u s s i a to s o lv e th e n a tio n a litie s p ro b le m o n h e r o w n so il. T h i s m e a s u r e c a u s e d f a c t i o n a l i s m to e m e r g e w i th in th e
A m e r i c a n a n d S o u t h A fr i c a n C o m m u n i s t p a r tie s a n d p r a c tic a lly d e stro y e d th e latter. P a r t o f th e d iffic u lty h e re w a s t h a t th e w h ite m e m b e r s h ip fe a r e d b la c k d o m in a tio n o f th e p a r ty . "
That Soviet fear of being dominated by their ostensible students (Negroes they were trying to recruit and direct in ad vancement of the Soviet communist cause) is genuinely ironic, yet it has an almost patently American ring to it.
The most casual students of American history can cite cliapter and verse of how whites in the United States have often exhibited fear of competition from those they branded as inferior. Indeed, much of U.S. media history is replete with attempts to disguise this contradiction, even by inventing stories to "document" the in feriority and/or immorality of Negroes.
As Blakely discovered, Soviet media, too, have behaved in a remarkably similar fash-3i ion:
"... ,45 o n e A f r i c a n w h o s tu d i e d f o r s e v e n y e a r s in th e S o v ie t U n io n ob sen red , e v e n th e o ffic ia l S o v ie t s ta n c e m a y re p re se n t a d a n g e r o u s f l i r t a t i o n w ith r a c is m . I n the S o v ie t n e w s, e n t e r t a i n m e n t m e d ia , a n d e d u c a tio n a l s y s te m , th e o p p re ssio n a n d m is e r y o f p eo p le o f A fr i c a n d e s c e n t a r o u n d th e w o r ld is h ig h lig h te d . T h e r e is n o co vera g e o f g r e a t a c h ie v e m e n ts by b la c k A f r i c a n s o r b la c k A m e r i c a n s w h o liv e in c a p ita lis t n a tio n s , f o r o b v io u s id eo lo g ic a l re a so n s. A s a r e s u lt, th e re is lit tle oppor t u n i t y f o r th e R u s s ia n p u b lic to s e e e v id e n c e s h o w in g b la c k s to b e t h e i r e q u a ls i n in te lle c t u a l a b ility. I t iv o u ld s e e m th e n t h a t th e S o v ie t p u b lic is c o n d itio n e d m o r e to w a r d p i t y t h a n re sp e c t f o r th e ir A f r i c a n b ro th e rs a n d sis te rs . F ir m ly c a u t io n e d a g a i n s t th e e v ils o f r a c is m , th e S o v ie t p u b lic m a y in a d v e r te n tly be le d to b eliev e i n a f a ls e in fe r io r ity .''
Despite such examples of similar results faced by Negroes who. lacking their own alternative, passionately embrace either the communist or capitalistic system in rejection of the other, Blakely found a difference at the point of policy. "It would appear," Blakely WTote, "that such racism as exists in the Soviet Union is of the individual, rather than the sys tematic. variety. Racism has not been made official policy, as has historically been the case in many other countries." I ndeed, as a policy, such a distinction becomes both a crucial lure and a base of validity in the superpower struggle for the "hearts and minds" of Black people worldwide.
Blakely underscores his findings that both Imperial Russia and Soviet Russia-at least, compared to other Europeansabstained from the slave trade and opposed colonialism in Africa. In point of fact, be argues, the Soviet preoccupation -not occupation -in Africa has focused disprO- Iss. 3, Art. 9 http://dh.howard.edu/newdirections/vol14/iss3/9
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Continued fn m page 31 port innately on Ethiopia. As Blakely saw it, the Sovietcoveting of Ethiopia has been largely to learn from the Ethiopians and to use that land base to spread Soviet influ ence throughout the rest of Africa.
Whether the wolf is there to guard the sheep, or is there for the more usual purpose, in the case of Russia, Blakely tends toward benefit of doubt. That same benefit he would seem to extend to other socialist societies: findings, unquestionably pursued with intel lectual courage, suffer, reflect and benefit from experiences not wholly dissimilar to the experiences of participants he un covered in his assiduous research.
"G iv e n th e im p o r ta n c e o f M a r x is t id e o lo g y in th e N e g ro e x p e r ie n c e w ith th e S o v ie t U n io n , it m a y p r o v id e s o m e c lu e s to w h a t N e g ro e s c a n a n tic ip a te a s th e y h a v e n o w b e g u n to lo o k to w a r d o th e r so c ia lis t so c ie tw s. s u c h a s C h in a , C u b a , a n d A f r ic a n s o c ia lis t sta te s , in th e ir c o n t in u e d se a rc h f o r a t r u l y fr e e society. S o v ie t s o c ie ty h a s n o t p r o v e n to be a p a n a c e a f o r th e N e g r o .. . . H ow ever, th e f a c t r e m a i n s th a t, re g a rd le s s o f S o v ie t m o tiv ic s , th e ir c h a m p io n in g o f N e g ro r ig h ts a n d th o se o f colon i a l u e d p eo p les o n th e i n te r n a ti o n a l le v e l a s w e ll a s a t h o m e h a s b r o u g h t b e n e fi ts to th e N egro. A g o o d e x a m p le is th e p r e s s u r e th is p la c e d o n th e U n ite d S ta te s g o v e r n m e n t to
"What has most impressed Negroes about Russian society." Blakely's book con cludes. "is the absence of institutionalized racism. There may be racist individuals, but if detected these persons are subject to crushing public opprobrium." What Blakely's excellent book leaves unchanged is the fact of Negroes being left to be impressed by someone else s societynot yet a society that they themselves have devised or control.
The reviewer is publisher o f Cottage Boohs and farmer professor o f journalism at the School o f
Communications. Howard Umiersity. In her pilgrimage, she had come across one barrier after another, but discovered that if she pushed and pushed and then pushed some more it was bound to give way -if not immediately, then eventually, if not for her. then for those who followed. It was a lesson she learned early.
*The choice o f an appropriate term to denote peo ple at A frican descent ts unu/urly complicated in the R u in a n setting. Consider, for instance, the ta h o u s meanings o f the expressions "White Rus sian " and "Caucasian." The latter term isa p ecialy confusing in the present contest because the largest part of the Negro population native to R us sia heed far centuries in the Caucasus
In her book she tells of how in the tenth grade she took a double load of courses, Item: In 1938, her application to the University of North Carolina, the school her (white) maternal ancestors helped found, was rejected on the grounds of race.
Thirteen years later, the university ad mitted its first Black student.
Item: In 1940, she was arrested and jailed in Virginia for refusing to move to the back of the bus.
Fifteen years later, Rosa Parks' refusal to do the same launched the historic Mont gomery. Ala., bus boycott which suc cessfully overturned segregation in public transportation in that city, sending rever berations throughout the nation and pro pelling a young minister named Martin Luther King, Jr., into the limelight.
Item: In 1943, she and other Howard University students led sit-ins to protest segregation in Washington, D.C., restau rants.
Ten years later, in the Mary Church Terrell case, the Supreme Court ruled that segregation illegal.
Item: In 1944. she sued Harvard Law School when it refused to admit her because of her sex. Six years later, the school opened its doors to women.
Sometimes her weapon in such battles was her body (the sit-ins. for instance). More often it was her intellect, a compelling intellect whose force she channeled into legal briefs, position papers, articles, poems, letters of protest. . . . As she told one of her favorite Howard professors: "One person plus one typewriter con stitutes a movement."
What sustained her through all her battles, long before she had ever thought of entering the ministry, was her faith. As she writes of her protests against segregation in the '30s and '40s: "If there were moments of deep despair in those years, there was also the sustaining knowledge that the quest for human dignity is part of a continuous movement through time and history linked to a higher force."
The song Pauli Murray has left with the world is one so full of struggles waged, triumphs witnessed and hope sustained that it is not surprising its songstress was weary. (The autobiography' s title is from the last line of one of her "Dark Testament" poems: "Hope is a song in a weary throat.") But her song soars beyond the particular, providing insight into some of the move ments for social justice that haw helped shape 20th century America.
In the subtitle of her autobiography, "An American Pilgrimage." is an implied mes sage directed at those who would contend that radicalism in America has its genesis in "foreign" ideologies cultivated on "foreign" soils. Pauli Murray was a radical, yes. But she also was an American. And in that she saw no contradiction whatsoever.
During the height of the McCarthy' hysteria, she was denied a job she much wanted (working on a Cornell Universityaffiliated project to codify the laws of Liberia) because questions had been raised about her "past associations." She fought back innuendos about her "disloyalty" to her country via her trusty typewriter. a dreadful mistake. We were so poor that we spent our honeymoon weekend in a cheap West Side hotel [in New York City]. Both of us were sexually inexperienced, and the bleak atmosphere aggravated our discom fiture. We had no money to begin house keeping and no place where we could meet in privacy. After several months of mount ing frustration, we gave up in despair."
Her book includes no other reference to an intimate relationship with a man. If she spurned all romantic attachments after her "Song in a Weary Throat" is like drinking from a deep well filled with equal parts fortitude and optimism.
brief, sad marriage or if she distanced her self from even the prospect of motherhood because of her fear of passing on the mental illness that had afflicted her father is not something she discusses or may have felt comfortable probing. Murray is also curiously silent about her attitude toward the Vietnam War. the focus of so much national soul-searching. Given the stance she took on so many issues, her religious commitment, her early attraction to non-violence and her admiration for Martin Luther King. Jr., a staunch oppo nent of the war, one would think that she would have stood solidly in the anti-war ranks. But there is nothing in her chronicle even obliquely touching on the subject.
Whether this was an oversight or a deliberate omission is unclear. She was unable to put the finishing touches on her manuscript before her death (from cancer) so it could be that the book, as published, contains some gaps she intended to fill in later. An unfinished quality does seem evident in a few parts of her narrative. The writing in the sections on her role in founding NOW and her work on the Presi dent's Commission on the Status of Women, for instance, lacks the color and reflection so typical of that in the book as a whole. They read almost as if Murray or her editor merely pieced them together from minutes of meetings. To those who insist there can be no meeting ground between Blacks and whites, she reminds us that all many of us have to do is look in the mirror to see evidence of our entangled inheritance, whether we like it or not, and that we should accept this reality and draw-upon it to build a rich, variegated and tolerant society.
Tb those who would consider themselves "set" in life at age 20 or 30 or 60 or 70. she serves as a testament to the renewal, growth and continued expansion of the human spirit.
For these reasons and then some, read ing "Song in a Weary Throat" is like drinking from a deep well filled with equal parts fortitude and optimism. In a world in which so many problems seem overwhelm ing. God knows we need both. □ 
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